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A Study of the Restoration of Livelihood
Following The Mid Niigata prefecture Earthquake in 2004
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Abstract

Three months after the Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake on October 23, 2004, we carried out a survey on local
residents by sending out and collecting questionnaires in order to grasp the changes in their living situations and what
they thought and desired regarding the restoration of their livelihood. The results revealed that nearly half of the
people took refuge in their vehicles right after the quake and that portable prefabricated dwelling units, which were a
newly introduced method to set up evacuation shelters in individual housing lots, were underutilized as fixed refuge
accommodations along with hotels and welfare facilities. In the temporary housing shelters, while only a few people
thought that a lack of communication and companionship existed among the residents, living conditions on the whole
did not appear to be satisfactory for the dwellers due to the insufficient measures taken against snow and coldness,
which is a specific factor to such a snow zone. When questioned as to what they planned to do about the
reconstruction of their houses, only seven percent of the local residents answered that they were still considering the
matter, while others had already decided — though only three months had passed before the start of our research.
Among the residents whose houses were judged as having totally collapsed, 60% of the people surveyed answered that
"their homes were already demolished/will be demolished" and 20% chose "were already repaired/will be repaired.”
Among those residents with partially collapsed houses, 10% answered "were already demolished/will be demolished"
and 60% said "already repaired/will be repaired.” As for aid by the central and municipal governments, many
residents declared that support for housing reconstruction was insufficient, with nearly 60% expressing disagreement
with the central government's attitude of not approving public funds for matters concerning private property.

Key words: Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake in 2004, refuge conditions, livelihood restoration, housing
reconstruction



